i R S R ————

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF RE-
LIGION. A Boclological View.
Charles A. Elwood.

CREATIVE CHRISTIANITY. By
George Cross,

THE BOOK OF JOB. By Moses But-
tenwieser.

LANDMARKS IN THE HISTORY OF
EARLY CHRISTIANITY. By Kir-
‘sopp Lake, -

A STUDENT'S PHILOSOPHY OF
RELIGION, By Willlam Kelly
Wright.
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using that word in the broadest
semse with no reference to any nar-
row limitation of it. The great. cen-
tral change in the meutal attitude of
thinking men may perhaps be stated
tentatively as a turning from the
medizval query, “What shall I do to
be saved?” to the broader guestion,
omitting the emphasis on the per-
sonal pronoun, What shall humanity

A FAITH THAT ENQUIRES. By Sir /s a whole or, more specifically, the

Henry Jones.

THE CREATIVE CHRIST. By Ed-
ward 8. Drown.

THE PSYCHIC HEALTH OF JESUS.
By Walter E. Bundy.

APOLOGY AND POLEMIC IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT. By the Rev.
Andrs;u{l D, Heffermn

THE PLE GOSPEL. H.
Brewster. = *

PROPERTY : ITS RIGHTS AND DU-
TIES. By L. T. Hobhouse, Hastings
Rashdall, A. D, Lindsay, A. J. Car-
Ivle. Vernon tt, H. G. Wood,
H. Scott Holland and W, M. Geldart,

T can scarcely be thought a
chance happening that the past
Year has brought out a much

larger number of books on religion
than usual. The spring list of one
publishing house (the Macmillan
Company). which is by no means a
specialist In such literature, con-
tains more than a score of titles, a
selection from which ie listed here.
A glance at these titles alone may
suggest the one thing they have in
common—that is, a spirit of inquiry
that aims to be constructive. It can
hardly be doubted that this large
output of religious speculation is a
natural response to a deep and wide-
spread interest in matters spiritual,
It indicates an acceleration in the
waorldwide movement, which began a
score of years or so ago, toward a
new synthesis, or some revaluation
of religion throughout the nominally
Christian world. There was a lull in

the controversy after the first battles |

betwaen modern science and the an-
Jcient orthodoxies which reached its
height nearly half a century age.

nation. or even the church, do, not
merely to “save” jtself but to go for-
ward to a better life as a whole?

This change of attitude may
amount to nothing less than a revo-
lution in due time, for no matter
how much of Christian ethics it may
be able to preserve it is inevitably
destructive of the whole fabric of
the medieval church which is based
upon authority and must rely for
that initial authority upon its reve-
lation, whereas the modern mind
turns more and more toward ration-
alism and seeks its starting point
mlnmmmhtkmhulnapumly
human

II.

There are two obvious side cur-
rents away from the main stream of
thought, One is purely reacliopary,
embodied in its crudest form in such
teachings as Mr. Bryan's, and in a
more intellectualized but no less vig-
orous form in the ‘“revivalist™
preaching of a certain popular Bap-
tist clergyman, in whose church the
announcement was recently made
at the beginning of a “revival” that
the preacher meant to “give 'em hell
from start to finish." Mr. Bryan is
naively of the sixth century, the
Baptist brother of the eighteenth: to
the modernigt they are equally out
of date. The pecond important side
stream is toward mysticism, in one
form or another; Christian Science,
“New Thought,” Spiritualism and a
score of minor cults. But the main
stream is along the newer lines sug-
gested by the d titles at the head

There were signs of a ed ae-
tivity a few years before the war,
especially in the revolt from a tho
mechanistic conception of life—a re-
volt meést strikingly manifest in
Bergsonizm, and in some of the
speculations of William James, and
to some extent, in popular form in
certain of the novelists, led by H. G
Wells.

Natorally the shock of the war has
intensified this growth of “toncern in
religion, although not in any such
spectacular form as some folk ex-
pected.  Perhaps more potent than

of this survey.

Nearly all of this effort is almed
towafd a sort of new reformation;
toward a restat t of the
tials of Christianity that shall be in
ccnsonance with modern science,
modern democracy and sociology. Af
its extreme it produces such a move-
ment as that of the “Community
Church,” which pretty effectually
throws overboard all of the baggage
of two thousand years of theology,
and tries for a fresh start. Most of
the reconstructors do not go quite so
far as that., Indeed, the differences

even the war was—and ls—the prog-
ress toward collectivism in thought,

between thém consist chiefly in their
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New Fiction

Continued From Preceding Page.

year VIL" and the recrudescence of
the tragic uprising of the Chouans,
the Royalist movement that was
driven into a new life in that year
by the persecutions. It is a fine
hunting ground for the writer of
stories of intrigue, halrbreadth es-
capes, feuds, hidden treasure and all
the rest of it. Mr. Broster makes
good use of all these, and his his-
torical background is fairly good—
not too much In evidence, but suffi-
ciently there, When the plot opens
the adventurers have just ganined a
\ong lost clew to the whereabouts
of a great treasure buried at the cha-
tean of Mirabel more than a century
before—a, hoard of gold, rubies and
precious vessels to make one's mouth
water. Like all insurgents they need
the mongy. But the chase for it in-
volves a great deal more than mere
treasure hunting. It takes over four
hundred pages to reach a convenient
stopping place, but there are no dall
spots en route, “The story may be
recommended to the leisurely reader
who is fond of high romance.

A SON OF THE SAHARA. By
Loulise Gerard. The Macaulny Com-
pany,

T WAS, of course, inevitable that

I the great popular success of

what movie experts call “desert
stuff” should call forth many imita.
tors, esphcially of one very vicious
book that is still a "best seller.”

This is a rather poor example; crude

in detail, “utferly unreal in its “pas-

glon” and “mystery,” and, for the
most part, simply dull. It is an-
other case of the kidnaped white
girl, earted off by the imitation
desert chieftain, & “sultan” In ‘this
case, and subjected to a series of
more or less intentionally shocking
end that the “Arab" turns out to be
as white as the lady and they are

after in entirely proper relations
This one is something of a case of
“intimations of immorality” and
near-cave-man, rather than any-
thing more realistic, though the lady
does get herself put up for sale as
a slave, and she does manage to getl
under the lash of the eunuch’'s whip
in a harem scene. It is sheer clap-
trap, and about as wholesome a diet
for the young reader of unformed
mind as a dose of moral arsenic.

HOMELAND. By Margaret Hill Mc-
Carter, Harper & Bros.

ERE we have another pair of
disgruntled war veterans, re-
tarned soldier and mnurse,

who find the "bhomeland” pot quite
all it should be. It 1s a very well
meant, wholesome book — whole-
some enough for the at
whom it is aimed, and it has some
good dramatic spota (as In the
chapter dealing with the wverdict In
the case of the damage suit arising
from an automobile truck sccident),
but it is a two loquacious perform-
ance to be ranked seriously as a
novel. The people in it all do a
great deal of orating to each other,
using the good old phrases once
dear to us from Fourth of July ora-
tions and the spread eagle oratory
of the last century.

“It i time for men to work to
new purpose and be truer, and for
women to weep less and have more
sense than under the old order;
time for opportunities 1o be
equalized if we are to have a living
America. 1 want to first under-
stand and then to help make a big-
ger, better America,” &c. 2

Excellent, sound doctrine. but It
gets badly in the way of tke story.
To make its point eolidy In the
form of fiction It is mecessary for

such moral nourishment to mix it-}

self into the narrative a littie more
smoothly. If it isn't to be lumpy

duly scheduled to live happily there-

such dough calls for more kneading.
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Phases of Constructive Religious Thought

variances as to what can be pre-

served and carried along into the

new synthesis that they all desire.
“Religion,” says Dr. Lake, *lives
through the death of religion=™ In
one way of looking at it, the prob-
lem thus becomes, What is mere
deadwood, to be inexorably cut out?

The simplest form of answer s
that typified by the Rev. Mr, Brew-
ster's book, “The Simple Gospel.”
His aim is to bring back the church,
and with it the world, to the simplic-
ity and directness of the doctrine of
the Sermon on the Mount. He be-

lieves that a real aceeptance of this

s adequale and also workable as tho
only basis for social reconstruction,
and he further argues that the fail-
ure to attain that result is due to
the failure of professed Christians te
take that dnctrlm\ seriously and
carry it out In action to its logical
extreme. 8

That message contains all that
the most eager social reformer
could desire; and the latent loy-
alty to Jesus is the most potent
driving force which any social
movement can procure. No other
force is powerful enough for the
work in hand.

He alse sees that the modern
church is in danger, and he repeats
the ancient call—"Repent ye, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” and
warns that unless the church "re-
pents” there is no salvation for the
world. It is noteworthy bow in-
sistently the millenarian note sounds
in nearly all attempts to rally the be-
lievers to any revival. Sometimes it
is possibly no more than a by-prod-
uct, almost the unconscious expres-
sion of an age-old habit, but often it
is an active force, Mr. Brewster does
not stress it, but it is there, »

But to most cogitators the answer
does not seem quite so simple as
that. Prof. Elwood of the University
of Missourl, for example, secs the
need of a church organized upon the
social sciences as a basis, and he con-
oceives such a church as broad
enough to include not merely Roman
Catholic and Protestant, but also the
Greek Church and the Jew. Its
aims, he argues, must be the “social
redemption of mankind—the creation
of a Christian world." He elaborates:

This means something maore
than a ministry to Individuals as
individuale It means the trans-
formation of customs and Institu-
tions. It means the shaping of
policies and conduct of groups as
well as of individuals . . . . The
subject of redemption is Iot the
individual but the world of Indi-
viduals. ., . The church must
undertake the work of ercating
conscience, a public conscience,
upon the behavior of groups as
well as of Individnale.

ITI.

Dr. Kirsopp Lake states the mod-
ern position more broadly in his re”
markable little book—a small vol-
ume, in a way a byproduct from the
preparation of his large forthcoming
work on “The Beginnings of Chris-
tianity,” but compact of most sug-
gestive thought and full of Mumi-
nating observation. Rarely does one
find s0 much in such smal! compass.
He summarizes the feeling of the
younger thinkers, as he sees it:

They feel that the world In
which we live Is the expression of
some great plan or purpose or pat-
tern which is not yet complete,
which shows no sign of finality,
but is ever growing in complexity;
which resolves itself aguain and
again into simplicity, and then
spreads out again on a yot wider
scale. The plan or purpose is uot
a dead mechanical thing; the Jife
which explains it is within it and
not without it. Men are partly
the result but partly also the in-
siruments or even agents of that
purpose. Wisdom is the right un-
derstanding of it= nature; and
righteousness s the attempt to
subordinate human purposes to
this great spurpose of life. For
man is not only an effect, he is a
COuse, . .

That is n.ot the same thing as
the Logas Christology or doctrine
of salvation as propounded by
Origen, but 1 think he wounld have

understood it had he lived now. |

It is not the same thing as the
teaching of the Kingdom of God
preached by Jesus, yet |1 do not
think that he would have con-
demned- it, for great men under-
stand the thoughts of lesser ones
though they themselves fuil to be
understood. The thoughts and
words of Jesus, like those of Ori-
gen, were borrowed from his own
time and race; théy_belong to the
first century as those of Origen
belong to the third., . . But
the will of Jesus and the will of

i we can reach them

-

sketch the beginning of a religion of

-—

through the language and thought
of their time, have no such (his-
torical) Hlmitations. , . . Both
were animated by a desire to ac-
complish the purpose of God, the
God who is life. And that pur-
pose did not appeal to them as the
achievement for themselves of |
any salvation, in this world, or In |
the world to come, d tlw_i
reach of other men, nl.hqrto'!

i

show them what is the way «f life,
the matural way, counsistent with
the purpose of God and the pat-
tern of life.

It would be difficult to find a mure
comprehensive summary of the cen-
tral thought to which these attempts
at a reconstruction of Christianity
converge than that passage. Many,
even of the most liberal thinkers,
will desire to add something to it— |
as, for instance, Prof. Cross, whose
book centers upon Christ as the |
“perfect personality”—but few will
seek to take anything away from
Dr. Lake's statement. And it comes
curiously close to such definitely
non-Christian statements as that of
John Burroughs in his attempt to

evolution.
V. ¥

From a very different angle there
is also a striking parallelism be-
tween Burroughs and the version of
Job given by Proféssor Buttenwie-
ser—paradoxical as it may at first
seem. That is why the book is in-
cluded in this survey, althotigh it is
primarily a work of textual eriticism
and might Be thought naturally far
from any consideration of the most
modern tendencies of thought. It is
indeed a far cry from the passionate,
protesting Job to the cold, passion-
less modern philosopher, but, as
Prof. Buttenwieser shows him to us,
It is a Job who, after all, is “ac-
orpting the universe,” to much the
same result as Burroughs did, though |
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SECOND.PRINTING
$1.75 at all Booksellers

:

Publishers

BROWN & COMPANY

the conclusions are stated in widely
variant terms The agreement is

IF

impressive—between the hot blooded
Hebrew poet and the dispassionate
twentieth century scientist.

Prof. Buttenwieser's recension and |
rearrangement of the text s ragical, |
and will hardly be accept=d by He-
brew scholars without controversy.
This is not the place for any detabed
examination of it, but it may be said
that he makes out a very strong
case, that his work is based upon
the broadest scholarship and minute
research, and, more importantly for
our purpose, that his resuits show
us a Job more impressive than ever,
a figure even more colosssl than in
the usually accepted version. Prof.

The
BEAE"-'UL
DAMNED

By F. Scott Fitzgerald
Author of “This Side of Paradis"

"Tilt‘ntterly engaging
gale of sparkiing candor.”
—Orrick Jokns in The Literary
Reriew, New York Eveming Post,
At all bookftores. $2.00
CHARLESSCRIBNER'SSONS

& PERSONAL

life.

Ga'trude Atherton says:

by Emma Beatrice Brunner -
A stirring romance of New York
A novel of startling contrasts
showing how the rulers of. fashion

and finance and the denizens of the
underworld are brothers and sise

ters under the skin.

“Hmwh:wamvd&atpomanﬂude.

ents of popularity; plot, d , 2ood writing
and craftsmanship, sharp izat.on and
much origi treatment of the under-

yet grasped the fact that it uaﬁrst novel.”

At ANl Bookstores $r.00

Publishers BRENTANO'S New York &

Simest novel yet published in 1922,

marked “Susan’ plas

WEAVER in The Brookiy:
books of the year Z
turn out a good yarn. . . .
usual run.”
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The book is

PANGBORN, FOLLETT and WEAVER praise

Lilia Chenoworth

By LEE WILSON DODD, Author of “The Book of Susan”’
All these discriminaling reviewers find fault with the awld
Jor failing 1o reach perfection and to produce a modern dassie,
bul at the same time all three do admil that this is probably the

PANGBORN in The New York Herold says: “It has all the fineness uut
a new touch of magie all its own. .
can do no better than repeat the advice to the seeker after heauty
in contemporary literature to read the book itsel ™
FOLLETT in The Litcrary Resiew “In a way which baffles as much as it
delights, one feels that “Lilia Chenoworth’ is a brilliant triumph, and
at the same time a tragic vic n'm. of its sheer art of presentation.™
* “Lilia Chenoworth® is one of the finest
qu te adequate were he trying mersly to
far and away above t.be

#£.00. Amy bookstore con suppy it; if not, 5t can be had from
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 651 Fifth Ave., New York |
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